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OBITUARY

Lawrence Hsing-hsia Chen, 1935-1993
Lawrence H. Chen, 59, University Librarian of National Taiwan University Library, died on
November 26, 1993 at the National Taiwan University Hospital.
At the time of his death, Lawrence
new General Library on the T a i
automation system and, for more
development of modern library and

had recently completed the design and building of the
ta campus. H e had also implemented the library
than a decade, had provided the leadership for the
information science education and services in Taiwan.

Mr. Chen's distinguished career in East Asian librarianship began in 1960 when he worked
in the Cataloging Department of the National Central Library. From 1961 to 1964 he
studied Library Science at the School of Information and Library Science at the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC-CH). H e returned to U N C - C H on October 1,1969,
as East Asian Bibliographer where he remained until October 10,1974, when he left for the
Library of Congress to work in the Processing Department's Asian Materials Section.
After seven years at the Library of Congress, Lawrence accepted the position he held up to
the time of his death at the library of National Taiwan University, his alma mater where he
received his B.A. in English in 1957.
Lawrence was prolific with ideas for the betterment of academic library work (many of the
procedures and forms he instituted at the Asian Biblio Center at U N C - C H are still being
used there) and was deeply involved in his Library's move into automation at T a i ta. H e
was an extremely meticulous thinker, testing his ideas with the opinions of his coworkers and
friends, asking for their views on a subject, and consolidating all the facts he had gathered
to formulate a well-planned operation or a well-thought-out viewpoint. His untimely death
puts an end to any plans his friends and colleagues might have had for future interaction
with him. H e is survived by his wife, Christina Yueh-ling Wu, and his two sons, An-ho and
An-i.
(Edward Martinique)
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